Tomato Fest

Ahead of time:

· 
Pick time and location

· 
Create flyers & promote

· 
Secure tables

· 
In email to members, include a link on how to save tomato seeds resource/video, a link to the 
your libraries downloadable envelop label so folks can process and bring their own seeds. 
Encourage folks who are bringing heirloom tomatoes to each variety in a separate brown 
paper bag with the following information written on outside of 
bag: variety, use, bush or 
vining – some places with varied climates may also want to state the 
area where it was 
grown. Ask people to bring a few tomatoes of each variety since 1-2 will be left intact on the 
plate as a display so that people can see the size and shape. These will also be the ones that get 
cut up and processed for seed saving. Let them know paper plates will also be available at the 
event. Also encourage people to bring their own pencil and something hard to write on. 

· 
Buy supplies: toothpicks, paper plates, markers, pencils, masking tape, non-latex disposable 
gloves

· 
Secure: cutting boards, knives, LOTS of jars, compost bucket, music, tables, pitcher, extra 
seed envelopes – maybe self-sticking envelop labels to quickly attach to seed saving jars

· 
Print out tomato rating cards, seed saving brochures & other relevant literature

· 
Get volunteers, including some who have a food handling license

Labels for plates:

Variety name, use (slicing, paste), bush or vining – leave one uncut tomato on each plate so people can see size, shape and color

Day of the event

We’re having our event as part of our weekly crop swap. We’re asking folks that are bringing tomatoes to share to come at 5 so we’ll have time to prepare the display. We’re optimistic that we’ll start the rating piece at 5:30. We’re also having a class at 6:30 on seed saving: super easy. That was actually scheduled ahead of time, but perhaps we’ll have extra hands to help clean up as well as folks that come for the Tomato Fest that chose to stay… and obviously, we’ll have some hands-on seed saving in the class with all the tomatoes to process through.  NOTE: Our first time we had 25 varieties of tomatoes. It took about 30 minutes to prepare all of the tomatoes. We were going to have it outside but the wind was too much so we used the classroom for the super easy class. Having the super easy class afterwards was great since we were able to process the extra tomatoes. Bring lots of jars! Put the info from the plants on the special tomato labels.

Items to bring to event:

· 
Paper plates

· 
Vinyl gloves – disposable; possibly get a variety of gloves for different folks

· 
Toothpicks

· 
Knifes – NOTE: It worked better just to cut the tomatoes on the plates – less hassle and at the end when we saved the excess seeds there was less chance of mixed up seeds

· 
Cutting boards

· 
Masking tape – for labeling people’s boards and knives and for putting on jars

· 
Thin permanent markers – for labeling people’s boards and knives (write on masking tape) & 
for marking on plates too

· 
Jars for processing seeds

· 
Extra seed envelops – for people to take home

·         Special tomato envelope labels – some for folks and some for the jars to make labeling seeds when dry MUCH easier

· 
Super Easy seed saving brochures & other relevant literature

· 
Pencils for marking rating cards

· 
Tomato Tasting cards – adapted from Martha Stewart

· 
Buckets for composting

· 
Pitcher – for water to add to seed jars or cleaning knives and boards of extra seeds

· 
Tables

· 
Music player & music (optional): “Homegrown tomatoes” (Guy Clark), Sound System album 
(Formidable Vegetables); “Rejoin the Ritual”  (Diane Patterson); great hoe down music – 
suggestions?

